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1 66 Reviews of Books 

History of Social Legislation in Iowa. By John E. Briggs. 
[Iowa Social History Series, edited by Benjamin F. Sham- 
baugh.] (Iowa City: State Historical Society. 1915. Pp. 
xiv, 444.) 

History of Poor Relief Legislation in Iowa. By John L. Gillin. 
[Iowa Social History Series, edited by Benjamin F. Sham- 
baugh.] (Iowa City: State Historical Society. 1914. Pp. xiv, 
404.) 

These two volumes of the Iowa Social History series make a not- 
able addition to the informational, scholarly, and original publications 
of the Iowa Historical Society. " Scholars are no longer called upon 
to prove that the story of social progress is history." "The modern 
point of view in all legislation is social." These statements from the 
editor's introduction give a key to both volumes. 

The term "social legislation" in Mr. Briggs's hands has a broad 
scope. He definitely traces two classes of legislation, namely that af- 
fecting particular classes (dependents, defectives, delinquents, pensioners, 
and laborers) and that affecting society in general (public health, public 
safety, public morals, and domestic relations). This discussion is di- 
vided into two parts, the first being a treatment of the history of the 
question based on the enactments found in each of the six more or less 
formal law codes in Iowa's history, the last one being dated 1897, and 
the second (pp. 145 to 347) being a description of Iowa's social legis- 
lation during the last sixteen years. The development of public con- 
cern for social welfare during these more recent years is clearly pic- 
tured, and the preventive rather than merely remedial aim of much of 
the more recent legislation is properly commended. The story of this 
legislation is interesting, and the book is a useful one. The nature 
of the subject, however, and the necessity for covering so much ground 
with so many lines of development carried along together, necessarily 
give the work something of a disconnected character. But it is packed 
full of authoritative information on the subject. 

The History of Poor Relief Legislation in Iowa is precisely what 
the title states, i. e., an historical treatment not of the system of poor 
relief as a whole, but of the legislative side of it in Iowa. It is a 
careful and painstaking review of the principles and methods involved 
in this legislation. It is written from the standpoint of a trained so- 
ciologist, who believes that the present plan of public poor relief in 
Iowa is inadequate and antiquated and that more scientific methods of 
carrying it on should be introduced. Part I. traces poor relief legis- 
lation from the time of the old Northwest Territory through the suc- 
cessive changes under territorial and state governments of Iowa to 
1914. Part II. deals with special phases of the subject, such as county 
relief officials, the poorhouse, outdoor relief, etc. Part III., perhaps 
the most interestingly written of all, changes the point of view and 
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gives a discussion of what the legislation has been for special classes 
such as defectives, soldiers' orphans, normal children, vagrants, etc. 
Part IV. consists of two brief chapters of summary and suggestions. 
Two of the most important of these suggestions are to group several 
of the counties into one " poor district " and to secure more competent 
township overseers. Undoubtedly this work will have an important 
effect leading to improvement in the legislation for and the adminis- 
tration of poor relief in Iowa. It is a matter for regret that a careful 
study of the administrative shortcomings of the system could not have 
been included; this, however, was not the aim or plan of Dr. Gillin, and 
indeed it could not have been included in the present study without 
making the volume too bulky. 

The sections in both books devoted to " Notes and References " 
(50 pp. in Briggs and 40 pp. in Gillin) testify to the care and thorough- 
ness of the work, and afford to students good bases for further study. 
The analytical index in each book is well made and ample. 

Paul F. Peck. 

Sir George Etienne Cartier, Bart., his Life and Times: a Political 

History of Canada from 18 14 until 1873. By John Boyd. 

(Toronto and New York: The Macmillan Company. 1914. 

Pp. xxi, 439.) 

Sir George Etienne Cartier had a striking career. He was a 
Radical who followed the rebel Papineau in 1837. Later he became the 
Conservative or Bleu leader of the French Canadians. In 1858 he 
became prime minister. He was one of those who brought about the 
federal union completed in 1867 and he died in 1873, a leading member 
of the Conservative cabinet of Sir John Macdonald. This book is pub- 
lished to commemorate the hundredth anniversary of Cartier's birth in 
1814. Sir George fitienne Cartier was one of the four French Cana- 
dians who have attained to a national reputation. There is a dual 
political life in Canada. Leaders of French blood are sharply, quite 
too sharply, marked off from those of British origin. Men of Irish, 
Scottish, and English birth soon find themselves merged in a common 
nationality. The French alone remain distinct, mingling little with the 
other races and preserving, apparently with growing intensity, their 
cult of nationality — " notre langue, nos institutions, nos lois ". For 
them the chief interest of this book will be the emphasis which it lays 
on Cartier's spirit of nationalism and the admiring tribute paid to it by 
the English-speaking author. Cartier thought himself a poet, which he 
was not, and wrote a mediocre national song still often heard. He 
loved French literature ; he was a zealous Catholic ; he was most really 
at home among the plain country people. All this we have in this book 
and it constitutes an admirable revelation of the spirit of French Can- 
ada. But the book is more than this. It is a study in good clear Eng- 



